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Even at the advanced age of seven, Magda Madrigal can remember back to when she was a
little girl and would watch her abuela making tortillas. Having studied techniques of a master,
she now feels confident of her own ability to turn out beautiful, delicious, and round tortillas. But
somehow the rolling pin and the kitchen comal still hold a few surprises for the perplexed Magda
and for her delighted family. Great art isn't always pretty, but in the case of "tortilla artist" Magda
Madrigal, at least it's tasty.

From Publishers WeeklyGrade 2-4-Magda Madrigal is turning seven years old and her
grandmother has promised to teach her how to make tortillas. She knows it is important to copy
her grandmother's every move so that her tortillas will turn out round and perfectly formed. But it
isn't as easy as it looks. All of Magda's attempts result in fanciful shapes: stars, hearts, bananas,
hexagons, and lakes. She is very frustrated by what she sees as her failed attempts until she
hears her family's delight and bathes in their praise of her first tortillas. Unfortunately for this
heartwarming story, the Spanish text does not read as smoothly as the English. The translator
tried too hard to render the English phrases into Spanish, resulting in stilted syntax. Despite this
weakness, the translation is serviceable, and the subject covered will be well received by
Mexican American readers for portraying their culture. The full-color illustrations feature a wide-
eyed Magda in every scene. The artist has done a wonderful job of depicting a handsome
Hispanic American family. A great pick for story-time activities in school and public libraries.
Recommended for all bilingual collections. M.O.B.Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information,
Inc.From School Library JournalKindergarten-Grade 2-On Magda's seventh birthday, her
grandmother gives her a cooking lesson. The child struggles with the warm, soft dough, but
cannot produce perfect, round tortillas like Abuela's. When the woman points out that the girl's
pancake is shaped like a heart, her granddaughter is surprised, but still determined to make a
round one. Subsequent efforts turn out other shapes-a star, a banana, and a hexagon, among
others-all of which are served at Magda's merienda (afternoon snack in honor of a birthday).
Though she is embarrassed by her creations and afraid everyone will laugh at her, her family is
delighted with the shaped treats. Her Mam' calls her a "tortilla artist" and her uncle takes
pictures. When Magda's cousins beg Abuela to teach them to bake, too, she tells them that she
can only teach them how to make the dough, but that Madga holds the secret for making the
special designs. The story is told in English and Spanish. Single-spread illustrations, generous in
shape and color, capture the girl's exhilaration and enrich the flavors of the story. Abuela and
Magda's periwinkle aprons and bright-colored clothing stand out against the warm butterscotch
shades of the kitchen. The book has a celebratory tone blended with gentle themes of
individuality and acceptance. Pair this with Gary Soto's Too Many Tamales (Putnam, 1993) for a



festive ethnic treat.Carolyn Stacey, Jefferson County Public Library, Arvada, CO Copyright 2000
Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistMagda is excited about her seventh birthday; her
aubela is showing her how to make tortillas. But no matter how hard Magda tries to roll the
dough into round spheres, she can't. Stars, hearts, and birds appear out of the dough, but no
circles. Magda is embarrassed when the family comes in to celebrate her birthday with tortillas,
but everyone is intrigued by the super-shaped edibles--and Grandmother puts a shine on the
party by proclaiming Magda an artist. The warmth and affection between Magda and her
grandmother will resonate with children who have similar relationships. The oversize artwork is
colorful, though the characters are often on the stiff side, and unfortunately many of the pictures
feature family members just standing or looking at each other. The English appears at the top of
the text page; the Spanish translation, by Julia Mercedes Castilla, appears at the bottom, with
the text blocks separated by a small charming cameo of Magda's tortillas. A glossary might have
been nice, but most of the Spanish words in the English text can be gleaned through the context.
Ilene CooperCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reservedRead more
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Publication of Magda’s Tortillas is made possible through support from the Lila Wallace-Readers
Digest Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the Cultural Arts Council of
Houston/Harris County. We are grateful for their support.Esta edición de Las tortillas de Magda
ha sido subvencionada por la Fundación Lila Wallace-Readers Digest, el Fondo Nacional para
las Artes y el Concilio de Artes Culturales de Houston/Condado de Harris. Les agradecemos su
apoyo.Piñata Books are full of surprises!Piñata BooksAn imprint of Arte Público PressUniversity
of Houston452 Cullen Performance HallHouston, Texas 77204-2004Cover design by /Diseño de
portada por Vega Design GroupChavarría-Cháirez, Becky.Magda’s tortillas / by Becky Chavarría-
Cháirez; illustrations by Anne Vega; Spanish translation by Julia Mercedes Castilla = Las tortillas
de Magda / por Becky Chavarría-Cháirez; ilustraciones por Anne Vega; traducción al español
por Julia Mercedes Castilla. p. cm.Summary: While learning to make tortillas on her seventh
birthday, Magda tries to make perfectly round ones like those made by her grandmother but
instead creates a variety of wonderful shapes.1-55885-286-7 (hardcover) / 1-55885-287-5
(pbk. : alk. paper)[1. Shape—Fiction. 2. Grandmothers—Fiction. 3. Tortillas—Fiction. 4. Cookery,
Mexican—Fiction. 5. Birthdays—Fiction. 6. Spanish language materials—Bilingual.] I. Title:
Tortillas de Magda. II. Vega, Anne, ill. III. Castilla, Julia Mercedes. IV. Title.PZ73.C483 2000 [E]—
dc21 99-046433 The paper used in this publication meets the requirements of the American
National Standard for Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials Z39.48-1984.Text ©
2000 by Becky Chavarría-CháirezIllustrations © 2000 by Anne VegaPrinted in Hong Kong 6 7 8
9 0 1 2 3 4 5 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4ContentsTitle PageCopyright PageBeginningIn memory of mis
abuelas,Josefa Martínez Malacara and Eustolia Chapa Chavarría.And to all who know how to
make the perfect tortilla:May they share their skill con cariño with those who want to learn how.—
BCCTo my daughter, Gabriela(my inspiration for Magda),and to her abuelas,Sally Porterfield
and Margarita Ontiveros Vega.—AV
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April, “Thank you!. Nice!  Thank you!”

S. W. Aumiller, “Perfect illustrations by Anne Vega. Darling story about children learning from the
generations. Perfect illustrations by Anne Vega. I highly recommend this book for children and
young readers.”

Cecilia M. Lopez, “Loved this book!. Magda's Tortillas is beautifully illustrated and the story was
loved by my kindergarten class. It is a good way to teach children that their art, in this case
making tortillas, does not have to be exactly like the model; rather, the difference makes their art
much more valuable, leaving the artist's thumb print in the final product.”

Nohemi Samano, “Excelente. A tiempo, muy bonito”

Dalila, “Cute book. This bi- lingual book is a most have.My step daughter loved it very much. Will
get one for my niece too.”

'chelle, “Sobre los errores y la creatividad / About mistakes and creativity. Por su séptimo
cumpleaños, Magda aprende como hacer las tortillas de su abuela. Pero las tortillas de Magda
no son lo que ella esperaba. En este libro maravilloso hay una historia sobre la familia, la cocina,
y la creatividad, en el cual se celebran errores como la mejor parte del aprendizaje.edades: 6 -
9temas: cocinar, errores, abuelas, cumpleaños, formasFor her seventh birthday, Magda learns
how to make her grandmother's tortillas. But Magda's tortillas aren't what she expected. In this
wonderful book there is a story about family, cooking, and creativity, in which mistakes are
celebrated as the best part of learning.ages: 6 - 9themes: cooking, mistakes, grandmothers,
birthdays, shapes”

Nancy Salazar, “Excellent children's bilingual book. This book is an excellent children's book
with both cultural and social viewpoints expressed in both Spanish and English. An excellent
choice for any child's library.”

The book by Emily Sands has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 20 people have provided feedback.
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